
P e n n y , an d  g r a n t  th e m  all equa l p riv ileg es  of m ak in g  
th e i r  m em b ersh ip  in  th e  E l i ja h  c lass  su re .

15. Is it not lawful for me to do w h at I will w ith mine 
o w n ?—D id yo u  fo rg e t  t h a t  I  a m  L o rd  of th e  H a rv e s t  
a n d  could  rem o v e  B ro th e r  R u th e r fo rd  in  a second  if  I 
w ish e d ?  W h e re  is y o u r  f a i th  in  Me? D id  I  n o t  h a v e  th e  
r ig h t  to  a p p o in t  w hom  I w ould  a s  S te w a rd , a n d  h av e  
yo u  fo rg o tten , so soon, a ll th e  lessons, y o u  le a rn e d  d u r in g  
th e  y e a r s  in  w h ich  I  u se d  m y  F a i th fu l  a n d  W ise  S e rv a n t  
P a s to r  R ussell, in  w h ich  y o u  sa w , t im e  a n d  ag a in , t h a t  
a ll w ho t r ie d  to  ta k e  th e  w o rk  o u t  of h is  h a n d s  in to  
th e i r  ow n cam e to  a n  ignom in ious  end?  And now  th a t  
he is w ith  Me, do you  th in k  I  w ill a c t  d if fe ren tly  to w a rd s  
M y ap p o in ted  S te w a rd  w ho is la b o r in g  s ix tee n  h o u rs  a  day 
do ing  h is  b e s t  to  f in ish  th e  w o rk  th e  F a i th fu l  One 
could  n o t  fin ish  becau se  h is  e a r th ly  tem p le  w a s  w o rn  
o u t?  C an  you n o t  see  t h a t  I  could  t e s t  y o u  b y  u s in g  
a  spec ia l S te w a rd  in  th e  evil d a y  to  follow th e  specially  
W ise  One w ho h a s  gone hom e?

Is thine eye envious because I am liberal?— (D iag lo tt) . 
B re th re n ,  p a u se  a n d  reflec t a  li t t le . W h e re  does th e  
s p ir i t  of envy  com e from ? Is  i t  b e s t  to  h e a rk e n  to  m en  
(o r w om en) in  th is  m a t t e r  ( to  h e a rk e n  to  e ach  o th e r)  
o r  to  h e a rk e n  to  th e  voice of th e  L O R D ? See v e rse  8 
a g a in  a n d  p ra y  t h a t  th e  sca les  m a y  fall f ro m  y o u r  eyes.

16. So the last shall be first, and the first last.—T hose 
w ho seem  to  be le a s t  n o ticed  o f ten  rece ive  a t  th e  h a n d s  
of th e  L o rd  of th e  h a rv e s t  th e  f irs t  a n d  ch o ices t b le s s ­
ings, w hile  th o se  w ho seem  to  be  m o s t  favored , m o s t  
honored , b ecau se  of som e l i t t le  d ifficu lty  of pride, a m b i ­
tion , or envy, h a v e  th e i r  b les s in g s  deferred .

(For many be called but few chosen).—T h ese  w ords 
a r e  spu rious, a n d  th a n k  God t h a t  th e y  a re . T h e re  is 
n o th in g  in  th is  p a ra b le  t h a t  show s t h a t  th e  m u rm u re r s  
will lose th e i r  c row ns—n o t a  th in g . On th e  co n tra ry , 
th e  a s su ra n c e  seem s to  be t h a t  th e y  a c tu a lly  rece ive  
th e  P e n n y  and , if th e y  do, I  k n o w  th e i r  d e a r  h e a r t s  
well enough  to  know  t h a t  th e y  c a n  n o t  fa il  to  rece iv e  a 
b lessing  from  it. T h e  L O R D ’S w isdom , n o t  m a n ’s, p ro ­
v ided  th e  S e v e n th  V olum e of S c r ip tu re  S tud ies. I t  is 
H is  w ord  a n d  h is to ry  w ill p rove  i t  so, b u t  I  w ould  n o t 
see a  b r ig h t  p ro sp e c t  a h e a d  of a n y  w ho  w a i t  to  see  i t  
th u s  proved. P ro v e  i t  yourself. I t  c o n ta in s  n e a r ly  4,000 
S c r ip tu re s  a n d  C ita tio n s , a n d  742 e x t r a c t s  from  B ro th e r  
R u sse ll’s  pen. T he L o rd ’s  g u id a n c e  a n d  a s s is ta n c e  in  
i ts  p re p a ra t io n  a n d  p u b lica tio n  w ere  a  da ily  m arv e l  to  
all w ho h a d  a n y th in g  to  do w i th  it. I  k n e w  i t  w ould  
b r in g  t e s ts  to  som e, a n d  i t  h a s  done so, b u t  t e s ts  a re  
n o th in g  b u t  s te p p in g  stones, if  r ig h tly  received . So le t  
us  fo rg e t  th e  p a s t  a n d  se t  o u r  faces  like  a  f lin t to w a rd s  
th e  h eav en ly  city , d e te rm in e d  t h a t  n o th in g  sha ll com e 
b e tw een  us a n d  th e  L o rd  w e love.

One of th e  m u rm u re rs  k n e w  in  M a rch  t h a t  R eve la tion  
w a s  th e n  in  th e  S te w a rd ’s  h an d s . In  th e  f e a r  of God, 
a n d  b ased  u pon  p e rso n a l  ex p e r ien ces  m o re  te r r ib le  th a n  
th e  to n g u e  of m a n  c a n  ev e r  describe , I  a m  m o s t  positive ly  
convinced, on th e  ev idence p re se n te d  in  H a r v e s t  S iftings, 
t h a t  th e  fo rew a rn ed  G e th se m a n e  of Rev. 7:1-3 h a s  come 
upon  th e se  five b re th re n ,  t h a t  o th e r s  a re  b e in g  involved 
daily, a n d  t h a t  th e  only possib le  re lie f  fo r  a n y  (excep t 
in th e  su r re n d e r  of th e i r  c row ns) is in th e  com ple te  la y ­
in g  a t  th e  L o rd ’s f e e t  of ev e ry  p a r t ic le  of th e  un c lean  
p ride  w h ich  is th e  cau se  of i t  all. B re th re n ,  dear , d e a r  
b re th re n ,  m y  h e a r t  a c h e d  so w hile  w r i t in g  th e  com -
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m e n ts  on  Rev. 7:1-3, a s  I  th o u g h t  of w h a t  som e of you 
m u s t  p a s s  th ro u g h  be fo re  a ll p r id e  w ould  d ie fo rev e r  
in  y o u r  h e a r ts ,  t h a t  m y  eyes w ere  a lm o s t  co n s tan tly , a s  
now, filled w ith  te a r s ,  so t h a t  I  can  b a re ly  see to  w rite . 
B re th re n ,  w o n ’t  you believe  m e?  W o n ’t  you? F o r  
C h r is t ’s sa k e ?  B re th re n ,  I  h a v e  b e e n  o v e r  th e  w ay, c lea r  
dow n th ro u g h  th e  deep, d a rk  v a lley  alone, A L O N E , an d  
w i th  no  p a th . O! B re th re n !  F o r  C h r is t ’s sa k e  w on’t 
yo u  le t m e help  you to  com e o u t  v ic to r io u s  in th e  J u d g ­
m e n t  of th e  A ngels  now  go ing  on  w ith in  th e  tem p les  of 
y o u r  m in d s?  B re th re n , d ear , d e a r  b r e th re n ,  (w ith  not 
one of w hom  a n y w h e re  h a v e  I  th e  le a s t  d iscord) w h a t  
do you  suppose  w ould  I n o t  h a v e  g iven  in  1908 fo r  th e  
l ig h t  w h ich  is now  sh in in g  so b r ig h tly  fo r you  on pag es  
126-127 of V olum e V II of S c r ip tu re  S tud ies, a n d  w h ich  
com es to  you f ro m  th e  a n g u ish  of m y  soul?

V O L U M E  V I I  C O R R EC T IO N S .
P a g e  12, line  7, L u k e  12:44.
P a g e  13, l ine  25, Rev. 4:5; 5:6.
P a g e  20, line 47, Isa . 11:4.
P a g e  25, line 46, A c ts  12:2.
P a g e  26, line 13, Gal. 1:6.
P a g e  47, line  6, M a tt.  24:43.
P a g e  47, line 33, Rev. 16:15.
P a g e  51, line  13, Rev. 7:1,3.
P a g e  60, line  29, 2021 B. C.
P a g e  64, line 23, end of A d a m ’s 1000-year day , 3127.
P a g e  69, line 29, C315.
P a g e  70, line 30, E zek . 24:16.
P a g e  84, line  39, Isa . 27:1, 2.
P a g e  95, line  24, M a tt.  11:9, 11.
P a g e  95, line  48, A c ts  15:18.
P a g e  116, line  10, P sa .  89:48.
P a g e  121, line 45, lords, n o t  nobles.
P a g e  128, line 2, 14:1, n o t  22:9.
P a g e  129, l ine  3, E x. 13:9, 16; D eut. 6:8.
P a g e  136, line  21, M a tt.  24:20.
P a g e  138, line 41, Rev. 19:1-3.
P a g e  142, line 45, P sa .  45:15.
P a g e  144, line 33, u n d e rs ta n d in g s .
P a g e  151, line  46, 9-40.
P a g e  165, line 7, Isa . 29:10-14.
P a g e  170, line 4, 2 T im . 2:15.
P a g e  174, line 48, Gen. 19:17.
P a g e  221, line 21, L u k e  2:10, 13, 14.
P a g e  223, line 6, Isa . 51:17-20.
P a g e  234, line 39, M a tt.  7:1.
P a g e  258, line  3, Isa . 51:17-20.
P a g e  260, line 24, D eut. 33:17.
P a g e  279, line  19, Rev. 7:9-14.
P a g e  283, line  38, M a tt.  19:30; 20:16.
P a g e  298, line  20, C atholics .
P a g e  298, line  21, P ro te s ta n ts .
P a g e  305, line 42, 1 T im . 6:16.
P a g e  313, line  10, 1920.
P a g e  316, line  6, Isa . 51:16.
P a g e  324, line  20, Job. 28:6.
P a g e  329, line  40, Isa . 40:3; 49:11.
T h e  ch an g e  of n am e  of th e  Im a g e  of th e  B e a s t  to  t h a t  

of F a lse  P ro p h e t  in  Rev. 16:13 sh o w s t h a t  th e  Im ag e  
w a s  v ita lized  p r io r  to  th e  p u b lica tio n  of V olum e VII.

T h e  d a te  1980, m en tio n ed  on p ag es  61, 62, p ro b ab ly  
m a rk s  th e  re g a th e r in g  of a ll of F le sh ly  I s ra e l  f ro m  th e i r  
c a p t iv i ty  in  d eath .
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The Parable of the Penny
E x ra c t  f ro m  a d d re ss  a t  B oston  C onven tion  of I. B.

S. A., A u g u s t  4th, 1917. N o t fo r p ub lic  c ircu la tion . 
P r in te d  only to  supp ly  copies req u ested .

S ingle copies free, w hile  th e y  la s t,  to  a n y  one enclos ing  
se lf -a d d re sse d  1 c e n t s ta m p e d  envelope to  C. J . W ood- 
w o rth , 432 Bloom  S tre e t ,  S c ran to n , P a .

I t  is well know n  a m o n g  th e  T ru th  f r ien d s  t h a t  fo r  th e  
p a s t  te n  y e a r s  B ro th e r  R ussell looked fo r  a  m o re  d e ta iled  
fu lfilm en t of th e  p a ra b le  of th e  P en n y , th a n  t h a t  o u t ­
l ined  in  V olum e I I I  of S c r ip tu re  S tud ies, p ag es  223, 224, 
b ecau se  of th e  m en tio n  of a  S tew ard , a n d  of m u rm u r in g  
a t  th e  t im e  of th e  d is tr ib u tio n  of th e  P en n y . Of la te  
y e a r s  he  ex p ec te d  so m e th in g  in te re s t in g  to  t r a n s p i r e  in  
c o n n ec tio n  w ith  th e  p u b lica tio n  of V olum e VII, a n d  th a t  
V olum e h a v in g  now  a p p e a re d  i t  se em s p ro p e r  to  call 
a t te n t io n ,  in  a  k in d ly  m a n n e r , to  a n  expos ition  w h ich  
is in  line  w ith  th e  ex p e c ta tio n s  w h ich  he held. T h e  
exp o s itio n  follow s th e  s ty le  of co m m en ts  in  V olum e VII, 
p o r t io n s  in  p a re n th e s e s  be in g  spurious.

M A T T . 20:1-16.
1. For th e  kingdom of heaven .—D ow n a t  th e  end  of 

th e  Gospel Age.
Is like unto a man.—O ur L o rd  Je s u s  in  th e  t im e  of 

h is  P a ro u s ia .
T h a t is an householder.—Over H is  ow n house , W h o se  

h o u se  a re  we.
Which went out.—W ith  “Food  fo r  T h in k in g  C h r is t ia n s .”
Early in the morning.—In  th e  F a l l  of 1881, j u s t  a s  soon 

a s  t h a t  book, th e  f irs t  h a rv e s t  in s t ru m e n t ,  w a s  ready . 
T h e  h a r v e s t  b egan , in  som e sense, w ith  th e  r e tu rn  o f  
th e  R e a p e r  in  1874; in  a n o th e r  sen se  w ith  th e  r e je c tio n  
of B aby lon  in  1878, a n d  in  a n o th e r  se n se  w ith  th e  close 
o f  th e  G enera l Call, in  1881, a t  w h ich  t im e  th e  fields 
w ere  w h ite  to  th e  h a rv e s t ,  th e  L it t le  F lo ck  to  be h a r ­
v e s te d  by- 1918, th e  G re a t  C om pany  by  1921.

To hire laborers into his vineyard.—To t e s t  a n d  upbuild  
H is  c o n s e c ra te d  people w ith  th e  T ru th ,  a n d  to  w itn e s s  
to  th e  world.

2. And when he had agreed with the laborers.— “Food 
fo r T h in k in g  C h r is t ia n s ” in  i ts e lf  co n ta in ed  th e  p ro m ise  
of a  com ple te  u n fo ld ing  of R ev e la tio n  a n d  a ll o th e r  t r u th  
n e c e s sa ry  a n d  p ro p e r  fo r  th e  C h u rch  in  th e  flesh.

For a penny a day.—F o r  th e  P en n y , th e  S e v e n th  V ol­
u m e  of S c r ip tu re  S tud ies, a s  th e  specia l re w a rd  fo r  th e  
com pletion  of th e  w o rk  of h a rv e s t ,  a t  th e  end  of th e  day.

He sent them Into his vineyard.—To w o rk  am o n g  th o se  
called  to  th e  p rize  of th e  H ig h  Calling.

3. And he went out about the third hour.—A  co m p a r i ­
so n  of v e rse s  9 a n d  12 show s t h a t  th e  11th h o u r  m e a n s  
th e  close of th e  e lev en th  hour. T hose  w ho w e n t to  
w o rk  a t  th e  e le v e n th  h o u r  a re  r e p re s e n te d  a s  w o rk in g  
b u t  one hour, b u t  “A re  th e re  n o t  tw e lve  h o u rs  in  a  d a y ? ” 
T h e  one h o u r  of th e i r  se rv ice  w a s  from  th e  d ay s  of th e  
D ra m a , a b o u t  th is  t im e  of th e  y e a r  1914,—u n ti l  now, 
th e  w ork , now  an d  h en cefo r th , be in g  th e  g a th e r in g  of 
th e  v ine  of th e  e a r th  a n d  th e  b u rn in g  of th e  ta re s .  
T h u s  th e  e lev en th  h o u r  is a  period  of a b o u t  th r e e  y ears , 
a n d  e s ta b lish e s  th e  le n g th  of th e  o th e r  h a rv e s t  hours. 
T h e  " th ird  h o u r” th e n  w a s  a  p o in t of t im e  a b o u t  n ine
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P e n n y , an d  g r a n t  th e m  all equa l p riv ileg es  of m ak in g  
th e i r  m em b ersh ip  in  th e  E l i ja h  c lass  su re .

15. Is it not lawful for me to do w h at I will w ith mine 
o w n ?—D id yo u  fo rg e t  t h a t  I  a m  L o rd  of th e  H a rv e s t  
a n d  could  rem o v e  B ro th e r  R u th e r fo rd  in  a second  if  I 
w ish e d ?  W h e re  is y o u r  f a i th  in  Me? D id  I  n o t  h a v e  th e  
r ig h t  to  a p p o in t  w hom  I w ould  a s  S te w a rd , a n d  h av e  
yo u  fo rg o tten , so soon, a ll th e  lessons, y o u  le a rn e d  d u r in g  
th e  y e a r s  in  w h ich  I  u se d  m y  F a i th fu l  a n d  W ise  S e rv a n t  
P a s to r  R ussell, in  w h ich  y o u  sa w , t im e  a n d  ag a in , t h a t  
a ll w ho t r ie d  to  ta k e  th e  w o rk  o u t  of h is  h a n d s  in to  
th e i r  ow n cam e to  a n  ignom in ious  end?  And now  th a t  
he is w ith  Me, do you  th in k  I  w ill a c t  d if fe ren tly  to w a rd s  
M y ap p o in ted  S te w a rd  w ho is la b o r in g  s ix tee n  h o u rs  a  day 
do ing  h is  b e s t  to  f in ish  th e  w o rk  th e  F a i th fu l  One 
could  n o t  fin ish  becau se  h is  e a r th ly  tem p le  w a s  w o rn  
o u t?  C an  you n o t  see  t h a t  I  could  t e s t  y o u  b y  u s in g  
a  spec ia l S te w a rd  in  th e  evil d a y  to  follow th e  specially  
W ise  One w ho h a s  gone hom e?

Is thine eye envious because I am liberal?— (D iag lo tt) . 
B re th re n ,  p a u se  a n d  reflec t a  li t t le . W h e re  does th e  
s p ir i t  of envy  com e from ? Is  i t  b e s t  to  h e a rk e n  to  m en  
(o r w om en) in  th is  m a t t e r  ( to  h e a rk e n  to  e ach  o th e r)  
o r  to  h e a rk e n  to  th e  voice of th e  L O R D ? See v e rse  8 
a g a in  a n d  p ra y  t h a t  th e  sca les  m a y  fall f ro m  y o u r  eyes.

16. So the last shall be first, and the first last.—T hose 
w ho seem  to  be le a s t  n o ticed  o f ten  rece ive  a t  th e  h a n d s  
of th e  L o rd  of th e  h a rv e s t  th e  f irs t  a n d  ch o ices t b le s s ­
ings, w hile  th o se  w ho seem  to  be  m o s t  favored , m o s t  
honored , b ecau se  of som e l i t t le  d ifficu lty  of pride, a m b i ­
tion , or envy, h a v e  th e i r  b les s in g s  deferred .

(For many be called but few chosen).—T h ese  w ords 
a r e  spu rious, a n d  th a n k  God t h a t  th e y  a re . T h e re  is 
n o th in g  in  th is  p a ra b le  t h a t  show s t h a t  th e  m u rm u re r s  
will lose th e i r  c row ns—n o t a  th in g . On th e  co n tra ry , 
th e  a s su ra n c e  seem s to  be t h a t  th e y  a c tu a lly  rece ive  
th e  P e n n y  and , if th e y  do, I  k n o w  th e i r  d e a r  h e a r t s  
well enough  to  know  t h a t  th e y  c a n  n o t  fa il  to  rece iv e  a 
b lessing  from  it. T h e  L O R D ’S w isdom , n o t  m a n ’s, p ro ­
v ided  th e  S e v e n th  V olum e of S c r ip tu re  S tud ies. I t  is 
H is  w ord  a n d  h is to ry  w ill p rove  i t  so, b u t  I  w ould  n o t 
see a  b r ig h t  p ro sp e c t  a h e a d  of a n y  w ho  w a i t  to  see  i t  
th u s  proved. P ro v e  i t  yourself. I t  c o n ta in s  n e a r ly  4,000 
S c r ip tu re s  a n d  C ita tio n s , a n d  742 e x t r a c t s  from  B ro th e r  
R u sse ll’s  pen. T he L o rd ’s  g u id a n c e  a n d  a s s is ta n c e  in  
i ts  p re p a ra t io n  a n d  p u b lica tio n  w ere  a  da ily  m arv e l  to  
all w ho h a d  a n y th in g  to  do w i th  it. I  k n e w  i t  w ould  
b r in g  t e s ts  to  som e, a n d  i t  h a s  done so, b u t  t e s ts  a re  
n o th in g  b u t  s te p p in g  stones, if  r ig h tly  received . So le t  
us  fo rg e t  th e  p a s t  a n d  se t  o u r  faces  like  a  f lin t to w a rd s  
th e  h eav en ly  city , d e te rm in e d  t h a t  n o th in g  sha ll com e 
b e tw een  us a n d  th e  L o rd  w e love.

One of th e  m u rm u re rs  k n e w  in  M a rch  t h a t  R eve la tion  
w a s  th e n  in  th e  S te w a rd ’s  h an d s . In  th e  f e a r  of God, 
a n d  b ased  u pon  p e rso n a l  ex p e r ien ces  m o re  te r r ib le  th a n  
th e  to n g u e  of m a n  c a n  ev e r  describe , I  a m  m o s t  positive ly  
convinced, on th e  ev idence p re se n te d  in  H a r v e s t  S iftings, 
t h a t  th e  fo rew a rn ed  G e th se m a n e  of Rev. 7:1-3 h a s  come 
upon  th e se  five b re th re n ,  t h a t  o th e r s  a re  b e in g  involved 
daily, a n d  t h a t  th e  only possib le  re lie f  fo r  a n y  (excep t 
in th e  su r re n d e r  of th e i r  c row ns) is in th e  com ple te  la y ­
in g  a t  th e  L o rd ’s f e e t  of ev e ry  p a r t ic le  of th e  un c lean  
p ride  w h ich  is th e  cau se  of i t  all. B re th re n ,  dear , d e a r  
b re th re n ,  m y  h e a r t  a c h e d  so w hile  w r i t in g  th e  com -
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m e n ts  on  Rev. 7:1-3, a s  I  th o u g h t  of w h a t  som e of you 
m u s t  p a s s  th ro u g h  be fo re  a ll p r id e  w ould  d ie fo rev e r  
in  y o u r  h e a r ts ,  t h a t  m y  eyes w ere  a lm o s t  co n s tan tly , a s  
now, filled w ith  te a r s ,  so t h a t  I  can  b a re ly  see to  w rite . 
B re th re n ,  w o n ’t  you believe  m e?  W o n ’t  you? F o r  
C h r is t ’s sa k e ?  B re th re n ,  I  h a v e  b e e n  o v e r  th e  w ay, c lea r  
dow n th ro u g h  th e  deep, d a rk  v a lley  alone, A L O N E , an d  
w i th  no  p a th . O! B re th re n !  F o r  C h r is t ’s sa k e  w on’t 
yo u  le t m e help  you to  com e o u t  v ic to r io u s  in th e  J u d g ­
m e n t  of th e  A ngels  now  go ing  on  w ith in  th e  tem p les  of 
y o u r  m in d s?  B re th re n , d ear , d e a r  b r e th re n ,  (w ith  not 
one of w hom  a n y w h e re  h a v e  I  th e  le a s t  d iscord) w h a t  
do you  suppose  w ould  I n o t  h a v e  g iven  in  1908 fo r  th e  
l ig h t  w h ich  is now  sh in in g  so b r ig h tly  fo r you  on pag es  
126-127 of V olum e V II of S c r ip tu re  S tud ies, a n d  w h ich  
com es to  you f ro m  th e  a n g u ish  of m y  soul?

V O L U M E  V I I  C O R R EC T IO N S .
P a g e  12, line  7, L u k e  12:44.
P a g e  13, l ine  25, Rev. 4:5; 5:6.
P a g e  20, line 47, Isa . 11:4.
P a g e  25, line 46, A c ts  12:2.
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P a g e  47, line 33, Rev. 16:15.
P a g e  51, line  13, Rev. 7:1,3.
P a g e  60, line  29, 2021 B. C.
P a g e  64, line 23, end of A d a m ’s 1000-year day , 3127.
P a g e  69, line 29, C315.
P a g e  70, line 30, E zek . 24:16.
P a g e  84, line  39, Isa . 27:1, 2.
P a g e  95, line  24, M a tt.  11:9, 11.
P a g e  95, line  48, A c ts  15:18.
P a g e  116, line  10, P sa .  89:48.
P a g e  121, line 45, lords, n o t  nobles.
P a g e  128, line 2, 14:1, n o t  22:9.
P a g e  129, l ine  3, E x. 13:9, 16; D eut. 6:8.
P a g e  136, line  21, M a tt.  24:20.
P a g e  138, line 41, Rev. 19:1-3.
P a g e  142, line 45, P sa .  45:15.
P a g e  144, line 33, u n d e rs ta n d in g s .
P a g e  151, line  46, 9-40.
P a g e  165, line 7, Isa . 29:10-14.
P a g e  170, line 4, 2 T im . 2:15.
P a g e  174, line 48, Gen. 19:17.
P a g e  221, line 21, L u k e  2:10, 13, 14.
P a g e  223, line 6, Isa . 51:17-20.
P a g e  234, line 39, M a tt.  7:1.
P a g e  258, line  3, Isa . 51:17-20.
P a g e  260, line 24, D eut. 33:17.
P a g e  279, line  19, Rev. 7:9-14.
P a g e  283, line  38, M a tt.  19:30; 20:16.
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P a g e  329, line  40, Isa . 40:3; 49:11.
T h e  ch an g e  of n am e  of th e  Im a g e  of th e  B e a s t  to  t h a t  

of F a lse  P ro p h e t  in  Rev. 16:13 sh o w s t h a t  th e  Im ag e  
w a s  v ita lized  p r io r  to  th e  p u b lica tio n  of V olum e VII.

T h e  d a te  1980, m en tio n ed  on p ag es  61, 62, p ro b ab ly  
m a rk s  th e  re g a th e r in g  of a ll of F le sh ly  I s ra e l  f ro m  th e i r  
c a p t iv i ty  in  d eath .
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The Parable of the Penny
E x ra c t  f ro m  a d d re ss  a t  B oston  C onven tion  of I. B.

S. A., A u g u s t  4th, 1917. N o t fo r p ub lic  c ircu la tion . 
P r in te d  only to  supp ly  copies req u ested .

S ingle copies free, w hile  th e y  la s t,  to  a n y  one enclos ing  
se lf -a d d re sse d  1 c e n t s ta m p e d  envelope to  C. J . W ood- 
w o rth , 432 Bloom  S tre e t ,  S c ran to n , P a .

I t  is well know n  a m o n g  th e  T ru th  f r ien d s  t h a t  fo r  th e  
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is in  line  w ith  th e  ex p e c ta tio n s  w h ich  he held. T h e  
exp o s itio n  follow s th e  s ty le  of co m m en ts  in  V olum e VII, 
p o r t io n s  in  p a re n th e s e s  be in g  spurious.

M A T T . 20:1-16.
1. For th e  kingdom of heaven .—D ow n a t  th e  end  of 

th e  Gospel Age.
Is like unto a man.—O ur L o rd  Je s u s  in  th e  t im e  of 

h is  P a ro u s ia .
T h a t is an householder.—Over H is  ow n house , W h o se  

h o u se  a re  we.
Which went out.—W ith  “Food  fo r  T h in k in g  C h r is t ia n s .”
Early in the morning.—In  th e  F a l l  of 1881, j u s t  a s  soon 

a s  t h a t  book, th e  f irs t  h a rv e s t  in s t ru m e n t ,  w a s  ready . 
T h e  h a r v e s t  b egan , in  som e sense, w ith  th e  r e tu rn  o f  
th e  R e a p e r  in  1874; in  a n o th e r  sen se  w ith  th e  r e je c tio n  
of B aby lon  in  1878, a n d  in  a n o th e r  se n se  w ith  th e  close 
o f  th e  G enera l Call, in  1881, a t  w h ich  t im e  th e  fields 
w ere  w h ite  to  th e  h a rv e s t ,  th e  L it t le  F lo ck  to  be h a r ­
v e s te d  by- 1918, th e  G re a t  C om pany  by  1921.

To hire laborers into his vineyard.—To t e s t  a n d  upbuild  
H is  c o n s e c ra te d  people w ith  th e  T ru th ,  a n d  to  w itn e s s  
to  th e  world.

2. And when he had agreed with the laborers.— “Food 
fo r T h in k in g  C h r is t ia n s ” in  i ts e lf  co n ta in ed  th e  p ro m ise  
of a  com ple te  u n fo ld ing  of R ev e la tio n  a n d  a ll o th e r  t r u th  
n e c e s sa ry  a n d  p ro p e r  fo r  th e  C h u rch  in  th e  flesh.

For a penny a day.—F o r  th e  P en n y , th e  S e v e n th  V ol­
u m e  of S c r ip tu re  S tud ies, a s  th e  specia l re w a rd  fo r  th e  
com pletion  of th e  w o rk  of h a rv e s t ,  a t  th e  end  of th e  day.

He sent them Into his vineyard.—To w o rk  am o n g  th o se  
called  to  th e  p rize  of th e  H ig h  Calling.

3. And he went out about the third hour.—A  co m p a r i ­
so n  of v e rse s  9 a n d  12 show s t h a t  th e  11th h o u r  m e a n s  
th e  close of th e  e lev en th  hour. T hose  w ho w e n t to  
w o rk  a t  th e  e le v e n th  h o u r  a re  r e p re s e n te d  a s  w o rk in g  
b u t  one hour, b u t  “A re  th e re  n o t  tw e lve  h o u rs  in  a  d a y ? ” 
T h e  one h o u r  of th e i r  se rv ice  w a s  from  th e  d ay s  of th e  
D ra m a , a b o u t  th is  t im e  of th e  y e a r  1914,—u n ti l  now, 
th e  w ork , now  an d  h en cefo r th , be in g  th e  g a th e r in g  of 
th e  v ine  of th e  e a r th  a n d  th e  b u rn in g  of th e  ta re s .  
T h u s  th e  e lev en th  h o u r  is a  period  of a b o u t  th r e e  y ears , 
a n d  e s ta b lish e s  th e  le n g th  of th e  o th e r  h a rv e s t  hours. 
T h e  " th ird  h o u r” th e n  w a s  a  p o in t of t im e  a b o u t  n ine
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P e n n y , an d  g r a n t  th e m  all equa l p riv ileg es  of m ak in g  
th e i r  m em b ersh ip  in  th e  E l i ja h  c lass  su re .

15. Is it not lawful for me to do w h at I will w ith mine 
o w n ?—D id yo u  fo rg e t  t h a t  I  a m  L o rd  of th e  H a rv e s t  
a n d  could  rem o v e  B ro th e r  R u th e r fo rd  in  a second  if  I 
w ish e d ?  W h e re  is y o u r  f a i th  in  Me? D id  I  n o t  h a v e  th e  
r ig h t  to  a p p o in t  w hom  I w ould  a s  S te w a rd , a n d  h av e  
yo u  fo rg o tten , so soon, a ll th e  lessons, y o u  le a rn e d  d u r in g  
th e  y e a r s  in  w h ich  I  u se d  m y  F a i th fu l  a n d  W ise  S e rv a n t  
P a s to r  R ussell, in  w h ich  y o u  sa w , t im e  a n d  ag a in , t h a t  
a ll w ho t r ie d  to  ta k e  th e  w o rk  o u t  of h is  h a n d s  in to  
th e i r  ow n cam e to  a n  ignom in ious  end?  And now  th a t  
he is w ith  Me, do you  th in k  I  w ill a c t  d if fe ren tly  to w a rd s  
M y ap p o in ted  S te w a rd  w ho is la b o r in g  s ix tee n  h o u rs  a  day 
do ing  h is  b e s t  to  f in ish  th e  w o rk  th e  F a i th fu l  One 
could  n o t  fin ish  becau se  h is  e a r th ly  tem p le  w a s  w o rn  
o u t?  C an  you n o t  see  t h a t  I  could  t e s t  y o u  b y  u s in g  
a  spec ia l S te w a rd  in  th e  evil d a y  to  follow th e  specially  
W ise  One w ho h a s  gone hom e?

Is thine eye envious because I am liberal?— (D iag lo tt) . 
B re th re n ,  p a u se  a n d  reflec t a  li t t le . W h e re  does th e  
s p ir i t  of envy  com e from ? Is  i t  b e s t  to  h e a rk e n  to  m en  
(o r w om en) in  th is  m a t t e r  ( to  h e a rk e n  to  e ach  o th e r)  
o r  to  h e a rk e n  to  th e  voice of th e  L O R D ? See v e rse  8 
a g a in  a n d  p ra y  t h a t  th e  sca les  m a y  fall f ro m  y o u r  eyes.

16. So the last shall be first, and the first last.—T hose 
w ho seem  to  be le a s t  n o ticed  o f ten  rece ive  a t  th e  h a n d s  
of th e  L o rd  of th e  h a rv e s t  th e  f irs t  a n d  ch o ices t b le s s ­
ings, w hile  th o se  w ho seem  to  be  m o s t  favored , m o s t  
honored , b ecau se  of som e l i t t le  d ifficu lty  of pride, a m b i ­
tion , or envy, h a v e  th e i r  b les s in g s  deferred .

(For many be called but few chosen).—T h ese  w ords 
a r e  spu rious, a n d  th a n k  God t h a t  th e y  a re . T h e re  is 
n o th in g  in  th is  p a ra b le  t h a t  show s t h a t  th e  m u rm u re r s  
will lose th e i r  c row ns—n o t a  th in g . On th e  co n tra ry , 
th e  a s su ra n c e  seem s to  be t h a t  th e y  a c tu a lly  rece ive  
th e  P e n n y  and , if th e y  do, I  k n o w  th e i r  d e a r  h e a r t s  
well enough  to  know  t h a t  th e y  c a n  n o t  fa il  to  rece iv e  a 
b lessing  from  it. T h e  L O R D ’S w isdom , n o t  m a n ’s, p ro ­
v ided  th e  S e v e n th  V olum e of S c r ip tu re  S tud ies. I t  is 
H is  w ord  a n d  h is to ry  w ill p rove  i t  so, b u t  I  w ould  n o t 
see a  b r ig h t  p ro sp e c t  a h e a d  of a n y  w ho  w a i t  to  see  i t  
th u s  proved. P ro v e  i t  yourself. I t  c o n ta in s  n e a r ly  4,000 
S c r ip tu re s  a n d  C ita tio n s , a n d  742 e x t r a c t s  from  B ro th e r  
R u sse ll’s  pen. T he L o rd ’s  g u id a n c e  a n d  a s s is ta n c e  in  
i ts  p re p a ra t io n  a n d  p u b lica tio n  w ere  a  da ily  m arv e l  to  
all w ho h a d  a n y th in g  to  do w i th  it. I  k n e w  i t  w ould  
b r in g  t e s ts  to  som e, a n d  i t  h a s  done so, b u t  t e s ts  a re  
n o th in g  b u t  s te p p in g  stones, if  r ig h tly  received . So le t  
us  fo rg e t  th e  p a s t  a n d  se t  o u r  faces  like  a  f lin t to w a rd s  
th e  h eav en ly  city , d e te rm in e d  t h a t  n o th in g  sha ll com e 
b e tw een  us a n d  th e  L o rd  w e love.

One of th e  m u rm u re rs  k n e w  in  M a rch  t h a t  R eve la tion  
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S. A., A u g u s t  4th, 1917. N o t fo r p ub lic  c ircu la tion . 
P r in te d  only to  supp ly  copies req u ested .

S ingle copies free, w hile  th e y  la s t,  to  a n y  one enclos ing  
se lf -a d d re sse d  1 c e n t s ta m p e d  envelope to  C. J . W ood- 
w o rth , 432 Bloom  S tre e t ,  S c ran to n , P a .

I t  is well know n  a m o n g  th e  T ru th  f r ien d s  t h a t  fo r  th e  
p a s t  te n  y e a r s  B ro th e r  R ussell looked fo r  a  m o re  d e ta iled  
fu lfilm en t of th e  p a ra b le  of th e  P en n y , th a n  t h a t  o u t ­
l ined  in  V olum e I I I  of S c r ip tu re  S tud ies, p ag es  223, 224, 
b ecau se  of th e  m en tio n  of a  S tew ard , a n d  of m u rm u r in g  
a t  th e  t im e  of th e  d is tr ib u tio n  of th e  P en n y . Of la te  
y e a r s  he  ex p ec te d  so m e th in g  in te re s t in g  to  t r a n s p i r e  in  
c o n n ec tio n  w ith  th e  p u b lica tio n  of V olum e VII, a n d  th a t  
V olum e h a v in g  now  a p p e a re d  i t  se em s p ro p e r  to  call 
a t te n t io n ,  in  a  k in d ly  m a n n e r , to  a n  expos ition  w h ich  
is in  line  w ith  th e  ex p e c ta tio n s  w h ich  he held. T h e  
exp o s itio n  follow s th e  s ty le  of co m m en ts  in  V olum e VII, 
p o r t io n s  in  p a re n th e s e s  be in g  spurious.

M A T T . 20:1-16.
1. For th e  kingdom of heaven .—D ow n a t  th e  end  of 

th e  Gospel Age.
Is like unto a man.—O ur L o rd  Je s u s  in  th e  t im e  of 

h is  P a ro u s ia .
T h a t is an householder.—Over H is  ow n house , W h o se  

h o u se  a re  we.
Which went out.—W ith  “Food  fo r  T h in k in g  C h r is t ia n s .”
Early in the morning.—In  th e  F a l l  of 1881, j u s t  a s  soon 

a s  t h a t  book, th e  f irs t  h a rv e s t  in s t ru m e n t ,  w a s  ready . 
T h e  h a r v e s t  b egan , in  som e sense, w ith  th e  r e tu rn  o f  
th e  R e a p e r  in  1874; in  a n o th e r  sen se  w ith  th e  r e je c tio n  
of B aby lon  in  1878, a n d  in  a n o th e r  se n se  w ith  th e  close 
o f  th e  G enera l Call, in  1881, a t  w h ich  t im e  th e  fields 
w ere  w h ite  to  th e  h a rv e s t ,  th e  L it t le  F lo ck  to  be h a r ­
v e s te d  by- 1918, th e  G re a t  C om pany  by  1921.

To hire laborers into his vineyard.—To t e s t  a n d  upbuild  
H is  c o n s e c ra te d  people w ith  th e  T ru th ,  a n d  to  w itn e s s  
to  th e  world.

2. And when he had agreed with the laborers.— “Food 
fo r T h in k in g  C h r is t ia n s ” in  i ts e lf  co n ta in ed  th e  p ro m ise  
of a  com ple te  u n fo ld ing  of R ev e la tio n  a n d  a ll o th e r  t r u th  
n e c e s sa ry  a n d  p ro p e r  fo r  th e  C h u rch  in  th e  flesh.

For a penny a day.—F o r  th e  P en n y , th e  S e v e n th  V ol­
u m e  of S c r ip tu re  S tud ies, a s  th e  specia l re w a rd  fo r  th e  
com pletion  of th e  w o rk  of h a rv e s t ,  a t  th e  end  of th e  day.

He sent them Into his vineyard.—To w o rk  am o n g  th o se  
called  to  th e  p rize  of th e  H ig h  Calling.

3. And he went out about the third hour.—A  co m p a r i ­
so n  of v e rse s  9 a n d  12 show s t h a t  th e  11th h o u r  m e a n s  
th e  close of th e  e lev en th  hour. T hose  w ho w e n t to  
w o rk  a t  th e  e le v e n th  h o u r  a re  r e p re s e n te d  a s  w o rk in g  
b u t  one hour, b u t  “A re  th e re  n o t  tw e lve  h o u rs  in  a  d a y ? ” 
T h e  one h o u r  of th e i r  se rv ice  w a s  from  th e  d ay s  of th e  
D ra m a , a b o u t  th is  t im e  of th e  y e a r  1914,—u n ti l  now, 
th e  w ork , now  an d  h en cefo r th , be in g  th e  g a th e r in g  of 
th e  v ine  of th e  e a r th  a n d  th e  b u rn in g  of th e  ta re s .  
T h u s  th e  e lev en th  h o u r  is a  period  of a b o u t  th r e e  y ears , 
a n d  e s ta b lish e s  th e  le n g th  of th e  o th e r  h a rv e s t  hours. 
T h e  " th ird  h o u r” th e n  w a s  a  p o in t of t im e  a b o u t  n ine
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y e a rs  f ro m  th e  fall of 1881, o r  1890, a  y e a r  w h ich  w a s  
sign if ican tly  m a rk e d  b y  a  g r e a t  a d v a n c e  in  th e  h a rv e s t  
w ork , n o t  only  b y  th e  f irs t  g r e a t  d is tr ib u t io n  of th e  
Old Theo logy  Q u a r te r lie s  w h ich  to o k  p lace  in  t h a t  yea r ,  
b u t  by  th e  c h a n g e  of th e  T o w er  to  m a g az in e  fo rm  
w hich  took  p lace a t  th e  close. See Z ’01-4.

And saw others standing Idle In the marketplace. 
Ju s tif ie d  ones, w a i t in g  upon  th e  L o rd  to  k n o w  H is  Will.

4. And said unto them; go ye also Into (the) M Y  vine­
yard and whatsoever is right.—All yo u  m a y  need  fo r  
co m fo rt  a n d  g u id an ce  th ro u g h o u t  th e  day , a n d  a  s u i t ­
a b le  re w a rd  a t  i ts  close.

I w ill give you.— T h ro u g h  th e  co lum ns of th e  W a tc h  
T o w er, a n d  o therw ise , a t  th e  h a n d s  of M y  F a i th fu l  an d  
W is e  S e rv an t.

And they went the ir  way.— S om e in to  th e  h a rv e s t  field 
a n d  o th e r s  in to  o th e r  ac t iv i t ie s ,  d ep en d in g  upon  how  
th e y  stood  th e  t e s t  of t r u th s  th e n  due.

5. Again he went out about the sixth.—A b o u t 9 y e a rs  
la te r ,  or 1899, th e  y e a r  of th e  b e g in n in g  of th e  V o lu n tee r  
W ork . See Z ’07-279.

And ninth hour.—N ine y e a r s  f u r th e r  on, o r  1908, th e  
y e a r  of th e  b e g in n in g  of th e  new spaper^  w ork . See Z ’09-3.

A nd did likew ise.—P ro v id e d  a n  o p p o r tu n ity  fo r  a d d i ­
t io n a l  w orkers .

6. And about the eleventh (hour).—Six y e a r s  fu r th e r  
on, or 1914, th e  y e a r  of th e  P h o to  D ra m a  of C rea tion .

He went out and found others standing idle and saith 
unto them, why stand ye here all the day (Idle)?—Do n o t 
th e  s ig n s  of th e  tim es, th e  g r e a t  E u ro p e a n  w a r  an d  
th e  d is t r e s s  of n a t io n s  w ith  p e rp le x ity  show  you  t h a t  th e  
E n d  of th e  Gospel A ge h a s  com e a n d  th e  h a r v e s t  is due  
( “T h e  h a rv e s t  is th e  e n d ” ) a n d  yo u  shou ld  be doing  
h a rv e s t  w ork?

7. They say unto him, because no man hath hired (us). 
W e  did n o t  k n o w  of o u r  p riv ileges of do ing  h a rv e s t  w ork  
u n t i l  you  b ro u g h t th e  m a t t e r  to  o u r  a t te n t io n .

He saith unto them, go ye also Into the vineyard (and 
whatsoever is right th a t shall ye receive).— “T h e re  is still 
(1914) m u ch  w o rk  to  be done a n d  ev e ry  p a r t  of th e  
e q u ip m e n t n e c e s sa ry  fo r  e ffic ien t h a r v e s t  w o rk  h a s  
b een  provided, th e  T o w er lad en  w ith  good th in g s , six  
vo lum es of S c r ip tu re  S tud ies, th e  D ra m a , etc . e tc .”

8. _ So when even was come.—P a s to r  R ussell, th e  
“ F a i th fu l  an d  W ise ” e a r th ly  re p re s e n ta t iv e  of th e  Lord , 
h a v in g  fin ished h is  la b o rs  a n d  gone h o m e—th e  m a n  w ith  
th e  w r i te r ’s in k h o rn  h a v in g  done a s  he  w a s  com m anded , 
i. e., h av in g  se t  th e  m a rk  upon  th e  overcom ers.

The lord of the vineyard.—T h e  Lord Jesu s .
Saith unto His steward.—B ro th e r  J . F . R u th e rfo rd , 

P re s id e n t  an d  M a n a g e r  of th e  W a tc h  T o w er  B ible an d  
T ra c t  S ocie ty  a f t e r  th e  P a s to r ’s d ea th , a n d  elec ted  to  
t h a t  office in  h a rm o n y  w ith  th e  P a s to r ’s  will. See Rev. 
8:3; 14:18; 18:4; 19:17; 1 Cor. 10:10; M a tt.  20:15. I t  w as  
th e  L O R D ’S W ill w h en  B ro th e r  R u th e r fo rd  w a s  elected  
t h a t  h e  should g ive o u t  th e  P e n n y . T he P e n n y  w as 
m a d e  re a d y  u n d e r  h is  d irec tio n  a n d  th e  fu n d s  fo r  i ts  
p u b lica tio n  cam e to  him , fo r  t h a t  purpose , a s  a  re su l t  
of h is  ow n fa i th fu l  se rv ice  of one of th e  L o rd ’s li t t le  
ones in a n  h o u r  of need. T h e  L O R D ’S W ill in  J a n u a ry ,  
1917, is th e  L o rd ’s W ill a n d  B ro th e r  R u sse ll’s  W ill NOW !

O ut of m o d es ty  B ro th e r  R u th e r fo rd  re fu se d  to  sign  
th e  p re fa ce  w hich  he  w ro te  fo r  V olum e VII. W r i te  to  
h im  t h a t  he should  n o t  a llow  th is  m o d es ty  to  fo rb id  th e
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p u b lica tio n  of th is  exposition  in  th e  T ow er. B ro th e r  
F is h e r  a n d  I  believe th is  is  m e a t  in  d u e  se aso n  a n d  of 
g r e a t  im p o rta n c e  to  th e  c h u rc h  in  th is  perilous hour. 
B ro th e r  R u th e r fo rd  n e v e r  sa w  o r  h e a rd  of th is  expos i­
t io n  u n t i l  tw o  h o u rs  a f t e r  i t  w a s  g iv en  a t  B o s to n  C on ­
v e n tio n  a n d  th e n  dec la red  i t  could  n o t  go  in  th e  T o w er 
fo r  th e  sa m e  re a so n  t h a t  h e  re fu se d  to  s ig n  th e  p re face .

Call the laborers'—Give th e m  th e  l a s t  g r e a t  call fo r  
se rv ice . T h e  call is fo r  c o lp o r teu rs  to  h a r v e s t  th e  v ine  
of th e  e a r th .  T h e  call w a s  issu ed  in  th e  T o w er  fo r  Ju ly  
15th, 1917, a n d  will be found  on p ag es  220-221.

T h e  T o w er  in d ica te s  t h a t  th e re  a r e  300 co lpo rteu rs . A s 
th e  S ev en th  V olum e w e n t  o u t  to  32,000 su b sc r ib e rs  ( th e  
n u m b e r  t h a t  resp o n d ed  to  G ideon’s ca ll) , a n d  a s  th e  ones 
w ho  finally  o v e r th re w  th e  M id ian ite s  w ere  300 in  n u m b er , 
I  th in k  w e m a y  see t h a t  i t  w ill be th e  c irc u la t io n  of 
V olum e V II by  th e  c o lp o r teu rs  t h a t  w ill g ive  u s  th e  g r e a t  
v ic to ry  now  a t  h an d . In  th is  v iew  of th e  m a t te r ,  w e  each  
o f  u s  o u g h t  to  be c o lp o r teu rs  fo r  th e  S e v e n th  V olum e to  
th e  fu ll e x te n t  of ou r pow ers, a n d  th e r e  is  a b u n d a n c e  in 
th e  l a s t  c h a p te r  of R e v e la tio n  to  show  t h a t  th e  w in n in g  
o f  o u r  c ro w n s m a y  h in g e  u p o n  o u r  a c t io n  on th is  v ery  
q ues tio n .

And give (them their) T H E  hire.—N o t “ so m e” h ire , 
n o r  “ s a t is f a c to ry ” h ire , n o r  “a ” h ire , b u t  “T H E ” h ire  
o rig in a lly  p rom ised  a n d  re p e a te d ly  p ro m ised  th ro u g h o u t  
th e  h a r v e s t  d ay —th e  S e v e n th  V olum e of S c r ip tu re  S tud ies.

Beginning from the last unto the first.—T h e  books 
w ere  m a iled  f ro m  th e  p r in te r s  in  t h a t  o rder, each  one 
s e p a ra te ly  “w rap p ed  up  fo r  th e  s la u g h te r ” (E zek . 21:15) 
a n d  "d e lib e ra te ly  h u r le d  in to  th e  e a r th ” (Rev. 8:15), 
f irs t  to  th e  fo re ign  co u n tr ie s ,  th e  “ l a s t ”  field to  g e t  
u n d e r  good h e a d w a y  in  th e  h a r v e s t  w ork , th e n  to  th e  
m o re  d i s ta n t  s ta te s  of th e  U nion , a n d  finally  to  th e  
f r ien d s  a t  B e the l, th e  “ firs t”  in  h o n o r  a n d  g race .

9. And when they came th a t were hired about the 
eleventh hour they received every man a penny.—E v e ry  
w o rk e r  g o t  w h a t  he w a s  p rom ised .

10. But when the first came.—W h e n  th e  B e th e l  w o rk e rs  
w e re  su m m o n ed  to  rece iv e  th e  s e v e n th  vo lum e of S c r ip ­
tu r e  S tud ies, a t  noon, Ju ly  17, 1917.

They.—F iv e  o r  s ix  of th e  m o s t p ro m in e n t  b r e th re n  a t  
th e  B e the l, th e  m o s t  h ig h ly  es teem ed , m o s t  loved, m o st  
a p p re c ia te d , in  som e re sp e c ts ,  of a ll th e  d e a r  b re th re n  
in  th e  T ru th .  All of th e s e  d e a r  b r e th re n  a r e  p ilg rim s, 
all fu lly  c o n v e rsa n t  w ith  th e  h is to r ie s  of K o rah , D a th a n  
a n d  A b iram , a n d  a ll know  th e  fu ll S c r ip tu re  T estim o n y  
t h a t  h u m ili ty  an d  subm iss ion  to  th e  D iv ine  will is  th e  
only p a th  to  acc e p ta b il ity  w ith  God.

Suposed th a t they should have received more.—A t 1:00 
P . M., on J u ly  17th, 1917, th e se  b r e th re n  all k n e w  th e y  
w e re  to  g e t  th e  P en n y , b u t  a t  t h a t  in s ta n t ,  one  a f te r  
a n o th e r ,  in  m o s t  v igo rous lan g u ag e , th e y  m a d e  i t  p la in  
t h a t  th e y  w a n te d  so m e th in g  b es id es  th e  P e n n y ; m o re  
honor, m o re  recognition, m o re  voice in  th e  g u id in g  of 
affa irs .

And they likewise received every man a penny.— I t  w as
th e irs ,  fo r  th e  tak in g , f ro m  t h a t  in s ta n t ,  a n d  th e y  h ad  
n o t  th e n , n o r  now, any cau se  fo r  co m p la in t  a g a in s t  
B ro th e r  R u th e r fo rd ’s  effic ient m a n a g e m e n t  of w h a t  he 
w a s  e lec ted  to  m an ag e .

11. And when they had received it, they murmured  
against the goodman of the house.—A g a in s t  th e  L ord  of 
th e  H a rv e s t .  T h u s  th e  L o rd  cons iders  it. M u rm u rin g
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a g a in s t  h is  a r ra n g e m e n ts  is  m u rm u r in g  a g a in s t  H im . 
I f  I  ev e r  h e a rd  a n y  w o rse  m u rm u r in g  th a n  f ro m  1:00 
P . M. to  6:00 P . M., in  th e  B e th e l  d in in g  room , J u ly  17th, 
th e n  I  do n o t  reca ll  it , a n d  i t  h a s  b e e n  m y  p riv ilege  to  
se rv e  on  n u m e ro u s  s to rm y  co m m itte e s  la s t in g  well n ig h  
to  m o rn in g . H o w  e x tra o rd in a ry  t h a t  su c h  a  m u rm u r in g  
sh o u ld  h a v e  o ccu rred  a t  su c h  a  t im e !!

12. Saying.—B y  th e i r  a c t  of m u rm u r in g  a t  su c h  a  tim e. 
“A c tio n s  sp e a k  lo u d er t h a n  w ords.

These last have wrought but one hour.—T h e  S ev en th  
V olum e of S c r ip tu re  S tu d ie s  is a ll r ig h t  fo r  th e m —a  
su i ta b le  re w a rd  fo r  th e i r  fa ith fu ln ess .

And thou hast made them equal unto us which have 
borne the burden and heat of the day.—W h y  do w e n o t  
h a v e  som e spec ia l h o n o rs  a t  th e  conclusion  of th e  h a r ­
v e s t  w o rk ?  W h y  a re  w e p laced  on a  level w ith  a ll  th e  
o th e r  h a r v e s t  w o rk e rs?  T h is  w a s  th e  w hole th e m e  of 
th e  a d d re ss e s  on  J u ly  17th. W ith  1,000 le t te r s  a  d ay  
co m in g  in, a n d  a ll  th e  legal in te r e s ts  of th e  co n sc rip ted  
to  look  a f te r ,  e tc ., e tc. B ro th e r  R u th e fo rd  found  a n  
undue d em a n d  of som e to  b e  c o n su lte d  on  e v e ry th in g  
m a d e  i t  im possib le  to  do anything. B ro th e r  R ussell 
n e v e r  sw erv ed  f ro m  doing  w h a t  h e  b e lieved  th e  L o rd  
w a n te d  h im  to  do, n o r  is  th e r e  re a so n  w h y  this d iv inely  
d e s ig n a te d  a n d  necessary s e rv a n t  shou ld  do so. A ny  
c o n s tru c t io n  of th e  d u tie s  of a  B o a rd  o th e rw ise  is a  
fa rce , a s  a n y b o d y  w ho h a s  ev e r  b e e n  in  b u s in e ss  know s.

13. But he answered one of them and said Friend 1 
do thee no wrong.— “I a m  n o t  t r e a t in g  you  u n ju s tly , 
th e  L o rd  rep lies  to  th o se  w ho m u rm u r  a g a in s t  H im . 
“ If  I  h a v e  n o t  a t  th is  t im e  g iven  yo u  th e  specia l hon o rs  
y o u  th in k  a re  y o u r  due, i t  is b ecau se  I  k n o w  b e s t  w h a t  
is  fo r  y o u r  e te rn a l  w elfa re . T h e  f a c t  t h a t  y ou  des ire  
t h e  h o n o r  p ro v es  t h a t  yo u  a r e  in  no  cond ition  to  b e a r  it.
M a tt.  5:3 1 Cor. 8:2 P h il. 2:3 M a tt.  18:3
1 J o h n  3:12 Gen. 18:27 L u k e  7:6 1 Cor. 4:7
Isa . 14:14 Gen. 32:10 1 Cor. 2:3 1 Cor. 1:29
P ro v . 6:17* Gen. 41:16 1 Cor. 9:27 Isa . 51:1
P sa .  101:5 E x . 3:11 A c ts  8:31 P sa .  8:3, 4
P ro v . 8:13 2 S am . 7:18 Col. 2:18 R om . 12:3
Isa . 2:12 1 Ki. 3:7 P sa .  19:13 P ro v . 27:2
P ro v . 16:18 Isa . 6:5 2 Cor. 12:7 1 Cor. 13:4, 5
2 T h e s .  2:4 Je r .  1:6 L u k e  14:10 J u d g e s  13:18
Mai. 3:15 D an . 2:30 J a m e s  4:10 P ro v . 11:2
1 T im .3:6 J o h n  1:27 M a tt.  23:12 P sa .  9:12
1 P e t .  5:5, 6 M a tt.  4:6 P ro v . 15:33 P sa .  138:6
Gal. 6:3 J o h n  4:7 Je r .  45:5 Isa . 66:2
1 T im . 6:4 M a tt.  11::29 Rom . 12:16 Isa . 57:15

Didst not thou agree with me for a penny?—Is  i t  n o t  
a  fa c t  t h a t  all th e  specia l re w a rd  fo r  w h ich  y o u  looked 
on th is  side of th e  va il w as  a n  u n fo ld ing  of th e  w o n d er ­
fu l m e ssa g e s  of R e v e la tio n  a n d  E zek ie l?  A nd  is t h a t  n o t  
su ff ic ien t?

14. Take th a t  thine is.—Y ou h a v e  th e  P e n n y ;  i t  m e e ts  
a ll th e  conditions.

And go th y  w ay .—Do a s  you  will. A llow y o u r  h e a r t  
to  becom e h a rd  an d  b i t t e r  w ith  a m b itio n  a n d  en v y  a n d  
lose all, if  you  w ish , o r  choose th e  b e t t e r  w a y  of 
“ O to  be no th in g , n o th in g ;  p a in fu l th e  h u m b lin g  m a y  be, 

B u t  low  in  th e  d u s t  I ’d lay  m e, t h a t  th e  w orld  m y  
S av io r  m ig h t see .”

I w ill give unto this last even as unto thee.— I  w ill 
t r e a t  a ll of th e  h a rv e s t  w o rk e rs  a like  w ith  re sp e c t  to  th e
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y e a rs  f ro m  th e  fall of 1881, o r  1890, a  y e a r  w h ich  w a s  
sign if ican tly  m a rk e d  b y  a  g r e a t  a d v a n c e  in  th e  h a rv e s t  
w ork , n o t  only  b y  th e  f irs t  g r e a t  d is tr ib u t io n  of th e  
Old Theo logy  Q u a r te r lie s  w h ich  to o k  p lace  in  t h a t  yea r ,  
b u t  by  th e  c h a n g e  of th e  T o w er  to  m a g az in e  fo rm  
w hich  took  p lace a t  th e  close. See Z ’01-4.

And saw others standing Idle In the marketplace. 
Ju s tif ie d  ones, w a i t in g  upon  th e  L o rd  to  k n o w  H is  Will.

4. And said unto them; go ye also Into (the) M Y  vine­
yard and whatsoever is right.—All yo u  m a y  need  fo r  
co m fo rt  a n d  g u id an ce  th ro u g h o u t  th e  day , a n d  a  s u i t ­
a b le  re w a rd  a t  i ts  close.

I w ill give you.— T h ro u g h  th e  co lum ns of th e  W a tc h  
T o w er, a n d  o therw ise , a t  th e  h a n d s  of M y  F a i th fu l  an d  
W is e  S e rv an t.

And they went the ir  way.— S om e in to  th e  h a rv e s t  field 
a n d  o th e r s  in to  o th e r  ac t iv i t ie s ,  d ep en d in g  upon  how  
th e y  stood  th e  t e s t  of t r u th s  th e n  due.

5. Again he went out about the sixth.—A b o u t 9 y e a rs  
la te r ,  or 1899, th e  y e a r  of th e  b e g in n in g  of th e  V o lu n tee r  
W ork . See Z ’07-279.

And ninth hour.—N ine y e a r s  f u r th e r  on, o r  1908, th e  
y e a r  of th e  b e g in n in g  of th e  new spaper^  w ork . See Z ’09-3.

A nd did likew ise.—P ro v id e d  a n  o p p o r tu n ity  fo r  a d d i ­
t io n a l  w orkers .

6. And about the eleventh (hour).—Six y e a r s  fu r th e r  
on, or 1914, th e  y e a r  of th e  P h o to  D ra m a  of C rea tion .

He went out and found others standing idle and saith 
unto them, why stand ye here all the day (Idle)?—Do n o t 
th e  s ig n s  of th e  tim es, th e  g r e a t  E u ro p e a n  w a r  an d  
th e  d is t r e s s  of n a t io n s  w ith  p e rp le x ity  show  you  t h a t  th e  
E n d  of th e  Gospel A ge h a s  com e a n d  th e  h a r v e s t  is due  
( “T h e  h a rv e s t  is th e  e n d ” ) a n d  yo u  shou ld  be doing  
h a rv e s t  w ork?

7. They say unto him, because no man hath hired (us). 
W e  did n o t  k n o w  of o u r  p riv ileges of do ing  h a rv e s t  w ork  
u n t i l  you  b ro u g h t th e  m a t t e r  to  o u r  a t te n t io n .

He saith unto them, go ye also Into the vineyard (and 
whatsoever is right th a t shall ye receive).— “T h e re  is still 
(1914) m u ch  w o rk  to  be done a n d  ev e ry  p a r t  of th e  
e q u ip m e n t n e c e s sa ry  fo r  e ffic ien t h a r v e s t  w o rk  h a s  
b een  provided, th e  T o w er lad en  w ith  good th in g s , six  
vo lum es of S c r ip tu re  S tud ies, th e  D ra m a , etc . e tc .”

8. _ So when even was come.—P a s to r  R ussell, th e  
“ F a i th fu l  an d  W ise ” e a r th ly  re p re s e n ta t iv e  of th e  Lord , 
h a v in g  fin ished h is  la b o rs  a n d  gone h o m e—th e  m a n  w ith  
th e  w r i te r ’s in k h o rn  h a v in g  done a s  he  w a s  com m anded , 
i. e., h av in g  se t  th e  m a rk  upon  th e  overcom ers.

The lord of the vineyard.—T h e  Lord Jesu s .
Saith unto His steward.—B ro th e r  J . F . R u th e rfo rd , 

P re s id e n t  an d  M a n a g e r  of th e  W a tc h  T o w er  B ible an d  
T ra c t  S ocie ty  a f t e r  th e  P a s to r ’s d ea th , a n d  elec ted  to  
t h a t  office in  h a rm o n y  w ith  th e  P a s to r ’s  will. See Rev. 
8:3; 14:18; 18:4; 19:17; 1 Cor. 10:10; M a tt.  20:15. I t  w as  
th e  L O R D ’S W ill w h en  B ro th e r  R u th e r fo rd  w a s  elected  
t h a t  h e  should g ive o u t  th e  P e n n y . T he P e n n y  w as 
m a d e  re a d y  u n d e r  h is  d irec tio n  a n d  th e  fu n d s  fo r  i ts  
p u b lica tio n  cam e to  him , fo r  t h a t  purpose , a s  a  re su l t  
of h is  ow n fa i th fu l  se rv ice  of one of th e  L o rd ’s li t t le  
ones in a n  h o u r  of need. T h e  L O R D ’S W ill in  J a n u a ry ,  
1917, is th e  L o rd ’s W ill a n d  B ro th e r  R u sse ll’s  W ill NOW !

O ut of m o d es ty  B ro th e r  R u th e r fo rd  re fu se d  to  sign  
th e  p re fa ce  w hich  he  w ro te  fo r  V olum e VII. W r i te  to  
h im  t h a t  he should  n o t  a llow  th is  m o d es ty  to  fo rb id  th e
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p u b lica tio n  of th is  exposition  in  th e  T ow er. B ro th e r  
F is h e r  a n d  I  believe th is  is  m e a t  in  d u e  se aso n  a n d  of 
g r e a t  im p o rta n c e  to  th e  c h u rc h  in  th is  perilous hour. 
B ro th e r  R u th e r fo rd  n e v e r  sa w  o r  h e a rd  of th is  expos i­
t io n  u n t i l  tw o  h o u rs  a f t e r  i t  w a s  g iv en  a t  B o s to n  C on ­
v e n tio n  a n d  th e n  dec la red  i t  could  n o t  go  in  th e  T o w er 
fo r  th e  sa m e  re a so n  t h a t  h e  re fu se d  to  s ig n  th e  p re face .

Call the laborers'—Give th e m  th e  l a s t  g r e a t  call fo r  
se rv ice . T h e  call is fo r  c o lp o r teu rs  to  h a r v e s t  th e  v ine  
of th e  e a r th .  T h e  call w a s  issu ed  in  th e  T o w er  fo r  Ju ly  
15th, 1917, a n d  will be found  on p ag es  220-221.

T h e  T o w er  in d ica te s  t h a t  th e re  a r e  300 co lpo rteu rs . A s 
th e  S ev en th  V olum e w e n t  o u t  to  32,000 su b sc r ib e rs  ( th e  
n u m b e r  t h a t  resp o n d ed  to  G ideon’s ca ll) , a n d  a s  th e  ones 
w ho  finally  o v e r th re w  th e  M id ian ite s  w ere  300 in  n u m b er , 
I  th in k  w e m a y  see t h a t  i t  w ill be th e  c irc u la t io n  of 
V olum e V II by  th e  c o lp o r teu rs  t h a t  w ill g ive  u s  th e  g r e a t  
v ic to ry  now  a t  h an d . In  th is  v iew  of th e  m a t te r ,  w e  each  
o f  u s  o u g h t  to  be c o lp o r teu rs  fo r  th e  S e v e n th  V olum e to  
th e  fu ll e x te n t  of ou r pow ers, a n d  th e r e  is  a b u n d a n c e  in 
th e  l a s t  c h a p te r  of R e v e la tio n  to  show  t h a t  th e  w in n in g  
o f  o u r  c ro w n s m a y  h in g e  u p o n  o u r  a c t io n  on th is  v ery  
q ues tio n .

And give (them their) T H E  hire.—N o t “ so m e” h ire , 
n o r  “ s a t is f a c to ry ” h ire , n o r  “a ” h ire , b u t  “T H E ” h ire  
o rig in a lly  p rom ised  a n d  re p e a te d ly  p ro m ised  th ro u g h o u t  
th e  h a r v e s t  d ay —th e  S e v e n th  V olum e of S c r ip tu re  S tud ies.

Beginning from the last unto the first.—T h e  books 
w ere  m a iled  f ro m  th e  p r in te r s  in  t h a t  o rder, each  one 
s e p a ra te ly  “w rap p ed  up  fo r  th e  s la u g h te r ” (E zek . 21:15) 
a n d  "d e lib e ra te ly  h u r le d  in to  th e  e a r th ” (Rev. 8:15), 
f irs t  to  th e  fo re ign  co u n tr ie s ,  th e  “ l a s t ”  field to  g e t  
u n d e r  good h e a d w a y  in  th e  h a r v e s t  w ork , th e n  to  th e  
m o re  d i s ta n t  s ta te s  of th e  U nion , a n d  finally  to  th e  
f r ien d s  a t  B e the l, th e  “ firs t”  in  h o n o r  a n d  g race .

9. And when they came th a t were hired about the 
eleventh hour they received every man a penny.—E v e ry  
w o rk e r  g o t  w h a t  he w a s  p rom ised .

10. But when the first came.—W h e n  th e  B e th e l  w o rk e rs  
w e re  su m m o n ed  to  rece iv e  th e  s e v e n th  vo lum e of S c r ip ­
tu r e  S tud ies, a t  noon, Ju ly  17, 1917.

They.—F iv e  o r  s ix  of th e  m o s t p ro m in e n t  b r e th re n  a t  
th e  B e the l, th e  m o s t  h ig h ly  es teem ed , m o s t  loved, m o st  
a p p re c ia te d , in  som e re sp e c ts ,  of a ll th e  d e a r  b re th re n  
in  th e  T ru th .  All of th e s e  d e a r  b r e th re n  a r e  p ilg rim s, 
all fu lly  c o n v e rsa n t  w ith  th e  h is to r ie s  of K o rah , D a th a n  
a n d  A b iram , a n d  a ll know  th e  fu ll S c r ip tu re  T estim o n y  
t h a t  h u m ili ty  an d  subm iss ion  to  th e  D iv ine  will is  th e  
only p a th  to  acc e p ta b il ity  w ith  God.

Suposed th a t they should have received more.—A t 1:00 
P . M., on J u ly  17th, 1917, th e se  b r e th re n  all k n e w  th e y  
w e re  to  g e t  th e  P en n y , b u t  a t  t h a t  in s ta n t ,  one  a f te r  
a n o th e r ,  in  m o s t  v igo rous lan g u ag e , th e y  m a d e  i t  p la in  
t h a t  th e y  w a n te d  so m e th in g  b es id es  th e  P e n n y ; m o re  
honor, m o re  recognition, m o re  voice in  th e  g u id in g  of 
affa irs .

And they likewise received every man a penny.— I t  w as
th e irs ,  fo r  th e  tak in g , f ro m  t h a t  in s ta n t ,  a n d  th e y  h ad  
n o t  th e n , n o r  now, any cau se  fo r  co m p la in t  a g a in s t  
B ro th e r  R u th e r fo rd ’s  effic ient m a n a g e m e n t  of w h a t  he 
w a s  e lec ted  to  m an ag e .

11. And when they had received it, they murmured  
against the goodman of the house.—A g a in s t  th e  L ord  of 
th e  H a rv e s t .  T h u s  th e  L o rd  cons iders  it. M u rm u rin g
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a g a in s t  h is  a r ra n g e m e n ts  is  m u rm u r in g  a g a in s t  H im . 
I f  I  ev e r  h e a rd  a n y  w o rse  m u rm u r in g  th a n  f ro m  1:00 
P . M. to  6:00 P . M., in  th e  B e th e l  d in in g  room , J u ly  17th, 
th e n  I  do n o t  reca ll  it , a n d  i t  h a s  b e e n  m y  p riv ilege  to  
se rv e  on  n u m e ro u s  s to rm y  co m m itte e s  la s t in g  well n ig h  
to  m o rn in g . H o w  e x tra o rd in a ry  t h a t  su c h  a  m u rm u r in g  
sh o u ld  h a v e  o ccu rred  a t  su c h  a  t im e !!

12. Saying.—B y  th e i r  a c t  of m u rm u r in g  a t  su c h  a  tim e. 
“A c tio n s  sp e a k  lo u d er t h a n  w ords.

These last have wrought but one hour.—T h e  S ev en th  
V olum e of S c r ip tu re  S tu d ie s  is a ll r ig h t  fo r  th e m —a  
su i ta b le  re w a rd  fo r  th e i r  fa ith fu ln ess .

And thou hast made them equal unto us which have 
borne the burden and heat of the day.—W h y  do w e n o t  
h a v e  som e spec ia l h o n o rs  a t  th e  conclusion  of th e  h a r ­
v e s t  w o rk ?  W h y  a re  w e p laced  on a  level w ith  a ll  th e  
o th e r  h a r v e s t  w o rk e rs?  T h is  w a s  th e  w hole th e m e  of 
th e  a d d re ss e s  on  J u ly  17th. W ith  1,000 le t te r s  a  d ay  
co m in g  in, a n d  a ll  th e  legal in te r e s ts  of th e  co n sc rip ted  
to  look  a f te r ,  e tc ., e tc. B ro th e r  R u th e fo rd  found  a n  
undue d em a n d  of som e to  b e  c o n su lte d  on  e v e ry th in g  
m a d e  i t  im possib le  to  do anything. B ro th e r  R ussell 
n e v e r  sw erv ed  f ro m  doing  w h a t  h e  b e lieved  th e  L o rd  
w a n te d  h im  to  do, n o r  is  th e r e  re a so n  w h y  this d iv inely  
d e s ig n a te d  a n d  necessary s e rv a n t  shou ld  do so. A ny  
c o n s tru c t io n  of th e  d u tie s  of a  B o a rd  o th e rw ise  is a  
fa rce , a s  a n y b o d y  w ho h a s  ev e r  b e e n  in  b u s in e ss  know s.

13. But he answered one of them and said Friend 1 
do thee no wrong.— “I a m  n o t  t r e a t in g  you  u n ju s tly , 
th e  L o rd  rep lies  to  th o se  w ho m u rm u r  a g a in s t  H im . 
“ If  I  h a v e  n o t  a t  th is  t im e  g iven  yo u  th e  specia l hon o rs  
y o u  th in k  a re  y o u r  due, i t  is b ecau se  I  k n o w  b e s t  w h a t  
is  fo r  y o u r  e te rn a l  w elfa re . T h e  f a c t  t h a t  y ou  des ire  
t h e  h o n o r  p ro v es  t h a t  yo u  a r e  in  no  cond ition  to  b e a r  it.
M a tt.  5:3 1 Cor. 8:2 P h il. 2:3 M a tt.  18:3
1 J o h n  3:12 Gen. 18:27 L u k e  7:6 1 Cor. 4:7
Isa . 14:14 Gen. 32:10 1 Cor. 2:3 1 Cor. 1:29
P ro v . 6:17* Gen. 41:16 1 Cor. 9:27 Isa . 51:1
P sa .  101:5 E x . 3:11 A c ts  8:31 P sa .  8:3, 4
P ro v . 8:13 2 S am . 7:18 Col. 2:18 R om . 12:3
Isa . 2:12 1 Ki. 3:7 P sa .  19:13 P ro v . 27:2
P ro v . 16:18 Isa . 6:5 2 Cor. 12:7 1 Cor. 13:4, 5
2 T h e s .  2:4 Je r .  1:6 L u k e  14:10 J u d g e s  13:18
Mai. 3:15 D an . 2:30 J a m e s  4:10 P ro v . 11:2
1 T im .3:6 J o h n  1:27 M a tt.  23:12 P sa .  9:12
1 P e t .  5:5, 6 M a tt.  4:6 P ro v . 15:33 P sa .  138:6
Gal. 6:3 J o h n  4:7 Je r .  45:5 Isa . 66:2
1 T im . 6:4 M a tt.  11::29 Rom . 12:16 Isa . 57:15

Didst not thou agree with me for a penny?—Is  i t  n o t  
a  fa c t  t h a t  all th e  specia l re w a rd  fo r  w h ich  y o u  looked 
on th is  side of th e  va il w as  a n  u n fo ld ing  of th e  w o n d er ­
fu l m e ssa g e s  of R e v e la tio n  a n d  E zek ie l?  A nd  is t h a t  n o t  
su ff ic ien t?

14. Take th a t  thine is.—Y ou h a v e  th e  P e n n y ;  i t  m e e ts  
a ll th e  conditions.

And go th y  w ay .—Do a s  you  will. A llow y o u r  h e a r t  
to  becom e h a rd  an d  b i t t e r  w ith  a m b itio n  a n d  en v y  a n d  
lose all, if  you  w ish , o r  choose th e  b e t t e r  w a y  of 
“ O to  be no th in g , n o th in g ;  p a in fu l th e  h u m b lin g  m a y  be, 

B u t  low  in  th e  d u s t  I ’d lay  m e, t h a t  th e  w orld  m y  
S av io r  m ig h t see .”

I w ill give unto this last even as unto thee.— I  w ill 
t r e a t  a ll of th e  h a rv e s t  w o rk e rs  a like  w ith  re sp e c t  to  th e
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y e a rs  f ro m  th e  fall of 1881, o r  1890, a  y e a r  w h ich  w a s  
sign if ican tly  m a rk e d  b y  a  g r e a t  a d v a n c e  in  th e  h a rv e s t  
w ork , n o t  only  b y  th e  f irs t  g r e a t  d is tr ib u t io n  of th e  
Old Theo logy  Q u a r te r lie s  w h ich  to o k  p lace  in  t h a t  yea r ,  
b u t  by  th e  c h a n g e  of th e  T o w er  to  m a g az in e  fo rm  
w hich  took  p lace a t  th e  close. See Z ’01-4.

And saw others standing Idle In the marketplace. 
Ju s tif ie d  ones, w a i t in g  upon  th e  L o rd  to  k n o w  H is  Will.

4. And said unto them; go ye also Into (the) M Y  vine­
yard and whatsoever is right.—All yo u  m a y  need  fo r  
co m fo rt  a n d  g u id an ce  th ro u g h o u t  th e  day , a n d  a  s u i t ­
a b le  re w a rd  a t  i ts  close.

I w ill give you.— T h ro u g h  th e  co lum ns of th e  W a tc h  
T o w er, a n d  o therw ise , a t  th e  h a n d s  of M y  F a i th fu l  an d  
W is e  S e rv an t.

And they went the ir  way.— S om e in to  th e  h a rv e s t  field 
a n d  o th e r s  in to  o th e r  ac t iv i t ie s ,  d ep en d in g  upon  how  
th e y  stood  th e  t e s t  of t r u th s  th e n  due.

5. Again he went out about the sixth.—A b o u t 9 y e a rs  
la te r ,  or 1899, th e  y e a r  of th e  b e g in n in g  of th e  V o lu n tee r  
W ork . See Z ’07-279.

And ninth hour.—N ine y e a r s  f u r th e r  on, o r  1908, th e  
y e a r  of th e  b e g in n in g  of th e  new spaper^  w ork . See Z ’09-3.

A nd did likew ise.—P ro v id e d  a n  o p p o r tu n ity  fo r  a d d i ­
t io n a l  w orkers .

6. And about the eleventh (hour).—Six y e a r s  fu r th e r  
on, or 1914, th e  y e a r  of th e  P h o to  D ra m a  of C rea tion .

He went out and found others standing idle and saith 
unto them, why stand ye here all the day (Idle)?—Do n o t 
th e  s ig n s  of th e  tim es, th e  g r e a t  E u ro p e a n  w a r  an d  
th e  d is t r e s s  of n a t io n s  w ith  p e rp le x ity  show  you  t h a t  th e  
E n d  of th e  Gospel A ge h a s  com e a n d  th e  h a r v e s t  is due  
( “T h e  h a rv e s t  is th e  e n d ” ) a n d  yo u  shou ld  be doing  
h a rv e s t  w ork?

7. They say unto him, because no man hath hired (us). 
W e  did n o t  k n o w  of o u r  p riv ileges of do ing  h a rv e s t  w ork  
u n t i l  you  b ro u g h t th e  m a t t e r  to  o u r  a t te n t io n .

He saith unto them, go ye also Into the vineyard (and 
whatsoever is right th a t shall ye receive).— “T h e re  is still 
(1914) m u ch  w o rk  to  be done a n d  ev e ry  p a r t  of th e  
e q u ip m e n t n e c e s sa ry  fo r  e ffic ien t h a r v e s t  w o rk  h a s  
b een  provided, th e  T o w er lad en  w ith  good th in g s , six  
vo lum es of S c r ip tu re  S tud ies, th e  D ra m a , etc . e tc .”

8. _ So when even was come.—P a s to r  R ussell, th e  
“ F a i th fu l  an d  W ise ” e a r th ly  re p re s e n ta t iv e  of th e  Lord , 
h a v in g  fin ished h is  la b o rs  a n d  gone h o m e—th e  m a n  w ith  
th e  w r i te r ’s in k h o rn  h a v in g  done a s  he  w a s  com m anded , 
i. e., h av in g  se t  th e  m a rk  upon  th e  overcom ers.

The lord of the vineyard.—T h e  Lord Jesu s .
Saith unto His steward.—B ro th e r  J . F . R u th e rfo rd , 

P re s id e n t  an d  M a n a g e r  of th e  W a tc h  T o w er  B ible an d  
T ra c t  S ocie ty  a f t e r  th e  P a s to r ’s d ea th , a n d  elec ted  to  
t h a t  office in  h a rm o n y  w ith  th e  P a s to r ’s  will. See Rev. 
8:3; 14:18; 18:4; 19:17; 1 Cor. 10:10; M a tt.  20:15. I t  w as  
th e  L O R D ’S W ill w h en  B ro th e r  R u th e r fo rd  w a s  elected  
t h a t  h e  should g ive o u t  th e  P e n n y . T he P e n n y  w as 
m a d e  re a d y  u n d e r  h is  d irec tio n  a n d  th e  fu n d s  fo r  i ts  
p u b lica tio n  cam e to  him , fo r  t h a t  purpose , a s  a  re su l t  
of h is  ow n fa i th fu l  se rv ice  of one of th e  L o rd ’s li t t le  
ones in a n  h o u r  of need. T h e  L O R D ’S W ill in  J a n u a ry ,  
1917, is th e  L o rd ’s W ill a n d  B ro th e r  R u sse ll’s  W ill NOW !

O ut of m o d es ty  B ro th e r  R u th e r fo rd  re fu se d  to  sign  
th e  p re fa ce  w hich  he  w ro te  fo r  V olum e VII. W r i te  to  
h im  t h a t  he should  n o t  a llow  th is  m o d es ty  to  fo rb id  th e
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p u b lica tio n  of th is  exposition  in  th e  T ow er. B ro th e r  
F is h e r  a n d  I  believe th is  is  m e a t  in  d u e  se aso n  a n d  of 
g r e a t  im p o rta n c e  to  th e  c h u rc h  in  th is  perilous hour. 
B ro th e r  R u th e r fo rd  n e v e r  sa w  o r  h e a rd  of th is  expos i­
t io n  u n t i l  tw o  h o u rs  a f t e r  i t  w a s  g iv en  a t  B o s to n  C on ­
v e n tio n  a n d  th e n  dec la red  i t  could  n o t  go  in  th e  T o w er 
fo r  th e  sa m e  re a so n  t h a t  h e  re fu se d  to  s ig n  th e  p re face .

Call the laborers'—Give th e m  th e  l a s t  g r e a t  call fo r  
se rv ice . T h e  call is fo r  c o lp o r teu rs  to  h a r v e s t  th e  v ine  
of th e  e a r th .  T h e  call w a s  issu ed  in  th e  T o w er  fo r  Ju ly  
15th, 1917, a n d  will be found  on p ag es  220-221.

T h e  T o w er  in d ica te s  t h a t  th e re  a r e  300 co lpo rteu rs . A s 
th e  S ev en th  V olum e w e n t  o u t  to  32,000 su b sc r ib e rs  ( th e  
n u m b e r  t h a t  resp o n d ed  to  G ideon’s ca ll) , a n d  a s  th e  ones 
w ho  finally  o v e r th re w  th e  M id ian ite s  w ere  300 in  n u m b er , 
I  th in k  w e m a y  see t h a t  i t  w ill be th e  c irc u la t io n  of 
V olum e V II by  th e  c o lp o r teu rs  t h a t  w ill g ive  u s  th e  g r e a t  
v ic to ry  now  a t  h an d . In  th is  v iew  of th e  m a t te r ,  w e  each  
o f  u s  o u g h t  to  be c o lp o r teu rs  fo r  th e  S e v e n th  V olum e to  
th e  fu ll e x te n t  of ou r pow ers, a n d  th e r e  is  a b u n d a n c e  in 
th e  l a s t  c h a p te r  of R e v e la tio n  to  show  t h a t  th e  w in n in g  
o f  o u r  c ro w n s m a y  h in g e  u p o n  o u r  a c t io n  on th is  v ery  
q ues tio n .

And give (them their) T H E  hire.—N o t “ so m e” h ire , 
n o r  “ s a t is f a c to ry ” h ire , n o r  “a ” h ire , b u t  “T H E ” h ire  
o rig in a lly  p rom ised  a n d  re p e a te d ly  p ro m ised  th ro u g h o u t  
th e  h a r v e s t  d ay —th e  S e v e n th  V olum e of S c r ip tu re  S tud ies.

Beginning from the last unto the first.—T h e  books 
w ere  m a iled  f ro m  th e  p r in te r s  in  t h a t  o rder, each  one 
s e p a ra te ly  “w rap p ed  up  fo r  th e  s la u g h te r ” (E zek . 21:15) 
a n d  "d e lib e ra te ly  h u r le d  in to  th e  e a r th ” (Rev. 8:15), 
f irs t  to  th e  fo re ign  co u n tr ie s ,  th e  “ l a s t ”  field to  g e t  
u n d e r  good h e a d w a y  in  th e  h a r v e s t  w ork , th e n  to  th e  
m o re  d i s ta n t  s ta te s  of th e  U nion , a n d  finally  to  th e  
f r ien d s  a t  B e the l, th e  “ firs t”  in  h o n o r  a n d  g race .

9. And when they came th a t were hired about the 
eleventh hour they received every man a penny.—E v e ry  
w o rk e r  g o t  w h a t  he w a s  p rom ised .

10. But when the first came.—W h e n  th e  B e th e l  w o rk e rs  
w e re  su m m o n ed  to  rece iv e  th e  s e v e n th  vo lum e of S c r ip ­
tu r e  S tud ies, a t  noon, Ju ly  17, 1917.

They.—F iv e  o r  s ix  of th e  m o s t p ro m in e n t  b r e th re n  a t  
th e  B e the l, th e  m o s t  h ig h ly  es teem ed , m o s t  loved, m o st  
a p p re c ia te d , in  som e re sp e c ts ,  of a ll th e  d e a r  b re th re n  
in  th e  T ru th .  All of th e s e  d e a r  b r e th re n  a r e  p ilg rim s, 
all fu lly  c o n v e rsa n t  w ith  th e  h is to r ie s  of K o rah , D a th a n  
a n d  A b iram , a n d  a ll know  th e  fu ll S c r ip tu re  T estim o n y  
t h a t  h u m ili ty  an d  subm iss ion  to  th e  D iv ine  will is  th e  
only p a th  to  acc e p ta b il ity  w ith  God.

Suposed th a t they should have received more.—A t 1:00 
P . M., on J u ly  17th, 1917, th e se  b r e th re n  all k n e w  th e y  
w e re  to  g e t  th e  P en n y , b u t  a t  t h a t  in s ta n t ,  one  a f te r  
a n o th e r ,  in  m o s t  v igo rous lan g u ag e , th e y  m a d e  i t  p la in  
t h a t  th e y  w a n te d  so m e th in g  b es id es  th e  P e n n y ; m o re  
honor, m o re  recognition, m o re  voice in  th e  g u id in g  of 
affa irs .

And they likewise received every man a penny.— I t  w as
th e irs ,  fo r  th e  tak in g , f ro m  t h a t  in s ta n t ,  a n d  th e y  h ad  
n o t  th e n , n o r  now, any cau se  fo r  co m p la in t  a g a in s t  
B ro th e r  R u th e r fo rd ’s  effic ient m a n a g e m e n t  of w h a t  he 
w a s  e lec ted  to  m an ag e .

11. And when they had received it, they murmured  
against the goodman of the house.—A g a in s t  th e  L ord  of 
th e  H a rv e s t .  T h u s  th e  L o rd  cons iders  it. M u rm u rin g
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a g a in s t  h is  a r ra n g e m e n ts  is  m u rm u r in g  a g a in s t  H im . 
I f  I  ev e r  h e a rd  a n y  w o rse  m u rm u r in g  th a n  f ro m  1:00 
P . M. to  6:00 P . M., in  th e  B e th e l  d in in g  room , J u ly  17th, 
th e n  I  do n o t  reca ll  it , a n d  i t  h a s  b e e n  m y  p riv ilege  to  
se rv e  on  n u m e ro u s  s to rm y  co m m itte e s  la s t in g  well n ig h  
to  m o rn in g . H o w  e x tra o rd in a ry  t h a t  su c h  a  m u rm u r in g  
sh o u ld  h a v e  o ccu rred  a t  su c h  a  t im e !!

12. Saying.—B y  th e i r  a c t  of m u rm u r in g  a t  su c h  a  tim e. 
“A c tio n s  sp e a k  lo u d er t h a n  w ords.

These last have wrought but one hour.—T h e  S ev en th  
V olum e of S c r ip tu re  S tu d ie s  is a ll r ig h t  fo r  th e m —a  
su i ta b le  re w a rd  fo r  th e i r  fa ith fu ln ess .

And thou hast made them equal unto us which have 
borne the burden and heat of the day.—W h y  do w e n o t  
h a v e  som e spec ia l h o n o rs  a t  th e  conclusion  of th e  h a r ­
v e s t  w o rk ?  W h y  a re  w e p laced  on a  level w ith  a ll  th e  
o th e r  h a r v e s t  w o rk e rs?  T h is  w a s  th e  w hole th e m e  of 
th e  a d d re ss e s  on  J u ly  17th. W ith  1,000 le t te r s  a  d ay  
co m in g  in, a n d  a ll  th e  legal in te r e s ts  of th e  co n sc rip ted  
to  look  a f te r ,  e tc ., e tc. B ro th e r  R u th e fo rd  found  a n  
undue d em a n d  of som e to  b e  c o n su lte d  on  e v e ry th in g  
m a d e  i t  im possib le  to  do anything. B ro th e r  R ussell 
n e v e r  sw erv ed  f ro m  doing  w h a t  h e  b e lieved  th e  L o rd  
w a n te d  h im  to  do, n o r  is  th e r e  re a so n  w h y  this d iv inely  
d e s ig n a te d  a n d  necessary s e rv a n t  shou ld  do so. A ny  
c o n s tru c t io n  of th e  d u tie s  of a  B o a rd  o th e rw ise  is a  
fa rce , a s  a n y b o d y  w ho h a s  ev e r  b e e n  in  b u s in e ss  know s.

13. But he answered one of them and said Friend 1 
do thee no wrong.— “I a m  n o t  t r e a t in g  you  u n ju s tly , 
th e  L o rd  rep lies  to  th o se  w ho m u rm u r  a g a in s t  H im . 
“ If  I  h a v e  n o t  a t  th is  t im e  g iven  yo u  th e  specia l hon o rs  
y o u  th in k  a re  y o u r  due, i t  is b ecau se  I  k n o w  b e s t  w h a t  
is  fo r  y o u r  e te rn a l  w elfa re . T h e  f a c t  t h a t  y ou  des ire  
t h e  h o n o r  p ro v es  t h a t  yo u  a r e  in  no  cond ition  to  b e a r  it.
M a tt.  5:3 1 Cor. 8:2 P h il. 2:3 M a tt.  18:3
1 J o h n  3:12 Gen. 18:27 L u k e  7:6 1 Cor. 4:7
Isa . 14:14 Gen. 32:10 1 Cor. 2:3 1 Cor. 1:29
P ro v . 6:17* Gen. 41:16 1 Cor. 9:27 Isa . 51:1
P sa .  101:5 E x . 3:11 A c ts  8:31 P sa .  8:3, 4
P ro v . 8:13 2 S am . 7:18 Col. 2:18 R om . 12:3
Isa . 2:12 1 Ki. 3:7 P sa .  19:13 P ro v . 27:2
P ro v . 16:18 Isa . 6:5 2 Cor. 12:7 1 Cor. 13:4, 5
2 T h e s .  2:4 Je r .  1:6 L u k e  14:10 J u d g e s  13:18
Mai. 3:15 D an . 2:30 J a m e s  4:10 P ro v . 11:2
1 T im .3:6 J o h n  1:27 M a tt.  23:12 P sa .  9:12
1 P e t .  5:5, 6 M a tt.  4:6 P ro v . 15:33 P sa .  138:6
Gal. 6:3 J o h n  4:7 Je r .  45:5 Isa . 66:2
1 T im . 6:4 M a tt.  11::29 Rom . 12:16 Isa . 57:15

Didst not thou agree with me for a penny?—Is  i t  n o t  
a  fa c t  t h a t  all th e  specia l re w a rd  fo r  w h ich  y o u  looked 
on th is  side of th e  va il w as  a n  u n fo ld ing  of th e  w o n d er ­
fu l m e ssa g e s  of R e v e la tio n  a n d  E zek ie l?  A nd  is t h a t  n o t  
su ff ic ien t?

14. Take th a t  thine is.—Y ou h a v e  th e  P e n n y ;  i t  m e e ts  
a ll th e  conditions.

And go th y  w ay .—Do a s  you  will. A llow y o u r  h e a r t  
to  becom e h a rd  an d  b i t t e r  w ith  a m b itio n  a n d  en v y  a n d  
lose all, if  you  w ish , o r  choose th e  b e t t e r  w a y  of 
“ O to  be no th in g , n o th in g ;  p a in fu l th e  h u m b lin g  m a y  be, 

B u t  low  in  th e  d u s t  I ’d lay  m e, t h a t  th e  w orld  m y  
S av io r  m ig h t see .”

I w ill give unto this last even as unto thee.— I  w ill 
t r e a t  a ll of th e  h a rv e s t  w o rk e rs  a like  w ith  re sp e c t  to  th e
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